In 1794, 23 years after the Worcester Infirmary had moved from Silver Street to Castle Street, the House of Industry was opened on the summit of Tallow Hill. "In a park like meadow overlooking the Malvern Hills".
By the time of the Poor Law Report in 1834 -This relatively philanthropic attitude had changed. Outdoor relief was no longer allowed and the poor could only receive benefits in a workhouse. So the House of Industry became -Worcester Union Workhouse, run by a Board of 22 (male) Guardians, with a reputation for harsh conditions. Admission was greatly feared by the unfortunate poor.
Considerable rebuilding in Victorian times saw enlargement into a complex of 10 blocks, with a laundry and mortuary. It was now named 'Hillborough'.
In a time capsule, discovered during demolition in 1987, we learn that the residents in 1894 comprised 40 able bodied men, 66 able bodied women, 74 old men, 8 male imbeciles, 4 couples and 20 infants.
Conditions were still oppressive, although in 1894 women were also elected to the Board of Guardians which improved the lot of the residents ; e.g. milk for all, not just the under 5 year olds. Improved clothing, leisure facilities and education of the children slowly came into being, but the spectra of the Workhouse remained very real. Muriel Clayson -Clinical Nurse Tutor.
